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      Enrichment & Extension Activities 

 

• Provides extended 

learning 

opportunities and 

challenges to 

students who have 

already mastered, or 

can quickly master, 

the basic curriculum. 

• Gives the student 

more time to study 

concepts with 

greater depth, 

breadth, and 

complexity. 

• Provides 

opportunities for 

students to pursue 

learning in their own 

areas of interest and 

strengths. 

• Keeps advanced 

students engaged 

and supports 

accelerated 

academic needs.  

• Provides the most 

appropriate answer 

to enhancing rigor 

and relevance.  

PURPOSE OF 
ENRICHMENT AND 

EXTENSION 
MATH Good questions – 

open ended 
problem solving 
tasks that allow 
for multiple 
perspectives on 
representing 
mathematical 
thinking 

Math projects – 
interdisciplinary 
projects that 
provide 
students with 
opportunity to 
discover how 
math relates to 
other subjects 

Puzzles, brain 
teasers, 
partner games, 
tangrams, 
Sudoku, virtual 
manipulatives, 
research 
projects, 
creating graphs 
to analyze real 
world data 

Data visualization – Do research about a topic of 
interest. Compile facts and figures about the issue then 
create a data visualization that conveys the 
information in a clear and compelling way.  
Digitally: Create graphics and/or interactives and 
prepare them as if you will share them on social media 
and/or school website. 
Manually: Create posters and prepare them as if you 
will display them in your classroom to raise awareness 
 

ELA 
Elementary: 
Informational 
text 

Create a visual 
that captures the 
main idea or 
problem, 
important details, 
significance of the 
issue and poses 
potential 
solutions 

Write a 
fictional story 
that reflects the 
issue from the 
nonfiction 
article as the 
conflict in the 
story 

Create a media 
message that 
captures the 
main idea or 
problem, 
important 
details, 
significance of 
the issue and 
poses potential 
solutions 

Compare/contrast current article to a previously read 
article in order to make text-to-text connections 

 

Enrichment in Content Areas: 
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ELA 
Secondary: 
Persuasive 
Techniques 

Use the writing 
process and 
apply 
persuasive 
techniques 

Present and 
critique peer 
arguments for 
impact of 
persuasive 
techniques in the 
formal argument 
and presentation 
style 

Compare and 
contrast formal 
arguments for 
message, 
techniques, and 
effect 

Create two 
contrasting media 
messages that use 
persuasive 
techniques to 
capture opposing 
sides of an 
argument 

Science Conduct 
research on 
real world 
issues in 
science (like 
COVID-19’s 
origin, facts, 
impacts on 
public health, 
etc.). Include 
discussions on 
real world costs 
vs. benefit 
scenarios. 

Prep for a debate 
on a specific issue, 
presenting 
arguments both 
for and against the 
issue.  

Start a collection 
(tree leaves, rocks, 
shells, seed pods, 
pictures of insects, 
birds, or spiders 
around their 
home). Then, 
create a field 
guide, 
identification 
guide, or online 
resource to help 
others identify 
their finds.  

 

Social Studies 
Elementary 

Create 3-D 
board games 
focused on 
map skills; 
present it to 
family and 
friends for 
others to play. 

Write and direct a 
play about the 
lives of historical 
figures and act it 
out.  

Create commercial 
spots highlighting 
each of the 
qualities of good 
citizenship and 
research persons in 
your community 
that embody these 
characteristics.  
 

Create a web 
quest highlighting 
ancient 
civilizations and 
their 
contributions to 
modern day 
society.  

Create a virtual field trip highlighting the geography, products and industries of 
North Carolina’s geographical regions.  
 
 

Social Studies 
Middle 
School 

Create an online virtual museum 
documenting era of exploration, 
Colonial America, Revolutionary 
War, Civil War, Spanish America War, 
World Wars I & II, Cold War, Iraq 
War, etc.  

Research a community problem and 
identify its root causes. Create a 
proposal for public policy that addresses 
these issues and prepare a presentation 
that could be made to city official.  
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▪ Write a “what if” story to explain what might have happened if a discovery had not been 

made.  

▪ Start a math sketchbook. Use math concepts to create drawings or explore the math in art 

or science.  

▪ Create a “did you know” blog for math and/or science.  Make a digital photo journal on an 

interesting topic.  

▪ Choreograph a dance to interpret a science or math concept.  

▪ Design a board game to support two areas of interest and write clear rules for playing the 

game.  Invent a machine or device to solve a problem in any content area.  

▪ Create a timeline that includes the relationships between discoveries or progress in science, 

math, art, and politics.  

▪ Write a journal or postcards from an explorer’s or scientist’s point of view (accurate 

historically, or in the future…). 

▪ Origami and cat’s cradle-type string games are great for developing fine-motor skills and are 

especially good for visual spatial learners.  

▪ Scrabble, Boggle, and secret codes promote spelling and vocabulary.   

▪ NIM games support mathematical reasoning.  

▪ Fashion or music in colonial times can be fascinating (what kinds of pajamas did children 

wear in the 1700’s?) and encourage interest in history. 

 

 

 

Independent Studies Independent studies provide an excellent way for students to pursue 

specific interests. Planning is essential. An independent study contract should include:  

▪ Time frames (due date, “checkpoints”, daily time allotted)  

▪ Resources needed (library or computer time, others involved, materials for the finished 

product)  

▪ Purpose of the project (what the student intends to do, how it will be shared)  

▪ Product details (how the student will demonstrate what he/ she has learned) 

▪ Reflection (Were the learning goals accomplished? What could have been done 

differently to make the project more successful?) 

 

 

 

 

Multi-Disciplinary Enrichment: 

Independent Studies: 
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To motivate students and to help them understand that enrichment is not just “extra work,” it 

helps to publish their content based projects and products in the real world. Some examples of 

ways that students can share what they have learned:   

▪ Make a web site or post on the school site  

▪ Create a billboard with a message  

▪ Create a computer game or program  

▪ Publish a book  

▪ Make a quilt for display (A math quilt? A poetry quilt?)  

▪ Make a display for a local museum or historical society 

▪ Do a conference presentation (Let the students present!)  

▪ Make huge beautiful posters for display (ask your graphics department about the 

possibilities)  

▪ Create a virtual field trip or museum or simulation 

 

 

▪ Books of ideas that can be used to provide enrichment in all content areas:  

▪ Primary Enrichment Thinking (PETS)  

▪ Primarily Poetry   

▪ Library of Congress – images of just about everything  

▪ Technology specialists (Apps! Apropos programs! Great sites for students!)  

▪ Prufrock Press – publishers of wonderful books for teachers on lots of enrichment and 

differentiation topics  

▪ Odyssey of the Mind practice books – almost-free ideas for hands-on creativity and 

problem-solving, all ages  

▪ Enrichment units from the College of William and Mary (published by Kendall/Hunt) – all 

grade levels; all content areas; longer-term hands-on projects  

▪ Academic competitions – Envirothon, Battle of the Books, Math Counts, Great Computer 

Challenge, etc. - something for everyone (just google “academic competitions” and see 

what you can find)  

▪ Project PROMISE – hands-on science activities (free on the VDOE gifted instruction 

website), grades K-3; supports vocabulary development and problem solving as well as 

science; great for visual spatial learners  

▪ NASA Teachers’ Lab at the Air and Space Center – free materials for all grade levels, 

mostly science and math, but good inspiration for writers, too  

▪ Mindware – a company with toys, puzzles, and activities that encourage creativity and 

problem-solving  

▪ Extension activities in textbooks and teachers’ guides 

▪ Pulitzer Center  

Student Motivation: 

Resources: 

 

 


